U.S. HISTORY LECTURE NOTES:  CHAPTER 9 – From War to Peace
Section 1 -    Postwar Havoc

The Main Idea

Although the end of World War I brought peace, it did not ease the minds of many Americans, who found much to fear in postwar years.

100 Percent Americanism
· The end of World War I brought great rejoicing but also many problems.

· An influenza epidemic from Europe had spread to the U.S., killing more than half a million Americans.

· Farms and factories that had prospered during war years closed down as demand for products fell.

· Returning soldiers had trouble finding work.

· The emotional turmoil had disturbing political effects, as wartime patriotism turned to hatred of Germans.

· These sentiments gave rise to a movement known as 100 Percent Americanism, which celebrated all things American while attacking all ideas, and people, it viewed as foreign or anti-American. 

The Red Scare
Rise of the Bolsheviks

· Americans worried about a new enemy.

· The Bolsheviks, a revolutionary group led by Vladimir I. Lenin, gained control of Russia during World War I.

· Five years later Russia became part of a new nation called the Soviet Union.

· The Bolsheviks wanted  communism, a new social system without economic classes or private property. 

· Lenin believed all people should share equally in society’s wealth.

· Soviets called for the overthrow of capitalism and predicted communism would inspire workers to rise up and crush it.

American Reaction

· Many Americans were frightened by communism.

· Americans embraced capitalism and feared a rise of the working class.

· The picture of “the Hun,” a German symbol, Americans focused hatred on during WWI, was replaced by a new target: communists, known as Reds.

· Communist parties formed in the U.S. after the war, some advocating violent overthrow of the government.

· A Red Scare, or widespread fear of communism, gripped the nation.

Plots, Laws, and Raids
· Radical communists might have been behind a failed 1919 plot, in which bombs were mailed to government officials, including U.S. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, a former Progressive.

· Though the communism threat was probably not very great, the government took it seriously.

· New York legislatures voted to bar five legally elected socialists from office and passed a law making it a crime to call for government revolution.

· The Supreme Court found the law unconstitutional in the 1925 case of Gitlow v. New York.

· Palmer was a key leader in the government’s anti-Communist campaign, attacking radicals in the Palmer raids and justifying them with wartime laws that gave the government broad power against suspected radicals.

· For aliens, or citizens of other countries living in the U.S., just belonging to certain groups considered radical could lead to deportation, or being sent back to one’s own country.

· In late 1919 Palmer's forces arrested thousands and deported hundreds.

· In time, the Red Scare died down, as overseas communism began to fail.

Problems for Laborers
Postwar Difficulties
· During the war, President Wilson sought good relations with workers who were keeping the troops clothed and equipped.

· Organized labor won many gains, including shorter hours and higher wages, and labor leaders hoping to build on this were frustrated by several factors.

· Wilson now focused on promoting his postwar peace plan, not labor.

· The sinking postwar demand for factory goods hurt many industries.

· Returning soldiers expected jobs that weren’t there.

· Unhappy workers and strikers were replaced.

· The Red Scare damaged labor’s reputation, making many suspicious of organized labor.

Labor’s Losses
· The showdown between labor and management in 1919 devastated organized labor.

· Unions lost members and national political power.

· It took another decade and another national crisis to restore organized labor’s reputation, status, and bargaining power in the U.S.

Major Strikes, But Not Major Victories
· The year 1919 was one of the most explosive times in the history of the American labor movement.

· Some 4 million workers took part in over 3,000 strikes nationwide, and labor lost in nearly every case.

· A few strikes in 1919 hold a place in labor history.

· In Seattle, Washington, labor unrest at the shipyards spread across the city, igniting what became the nation’s first general strike, or one in which all industries take part. 

· The conflict shut down the city yet failed.

· The strike discouraged industry in Seattle for years.

· In Boston, the police force went on strike to protest low wages and poor working conditions.

· The city descended into chaos, and Governor Calvin Coolidge called in the militia to end the strike, making him a national hero.

· The United Mine Workers had a “no strikes” pledge during the war, but a strike in 1919 won a large wage increase but not better hours.

· The steel industry also struck in 1919.

Limiting Immigration
· Competition for jobs was fierce, and combined with the Red Scare, a backlash against foreigners struck the nation.

· The rise of nativism, or distrust of foreigners, produced a culture clash between the country’s earliest immigrants and its newer ones.

· Many nativists were Protestant Christians whose roots were Northern and Western European, and they targeted newer arrivals from Southern and Eastern Europe.

· Many of the newer arrivals were Catholics and Jews, and nativists argued that these groups were less willing to become “Americanized.”

· Labor leaders, along with nativists, pushed for immigration restrictions because new arrivals were usually willing to work for low wages.  

Reactions to Immigration
Government

· A 1921 law established a quota, or set number, of immigrants to be allowed into the U.S. from various nations.

· Then, the National Origins Act of 1924 set quotas for each country at 2 percent of the number of people from that country currently living in the U.S., clearly to reduce immigration from certain countries.

· The act nearly eliminated immigration from Asian countries.

The KKK
· Nativism produced a 1920s revival of the Ku Klux Klan.

· The Klan’s terror group had originally targeted African Americans in the South but began also to target Jews, Catholics, and radicals.

· The Klan slogan of the 1920s was “Native white, Protestant supremacy.”

· The Klan moved from the South into other parts of the country.

Sacco and Vanzetti
· In the late 1920s a court case in Massachusetts proved nativist and anti-radical feelings.

· Two men named Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were arrested for armed robbery and murder.

· The two men were Italian immigrants and also proclaimed anarchists, or radicals who seek the destruction of government.

· The evidence against the two men was weak, but it was apparent that the two were on trial for their beliefs as much as for the crimes.

· Amid great publicity and protests in Europe and South America as well as in the U.S., the two men were convicted and sentenced to death.

· Their 1927 executions were highly controversial, but by then the nation had largely recovered from the Red Scare and the turmoil of the postwar years.

Section 2  -  A New Economic Era
The Main Idea

New products, new industries, and new ways of doing business expanded the economy in the 1920s, although not everyone shared in the prosperity.

Ford Revolutionizes Industry
· The first cars appeared in the U.S. in the 1800s, but only the rich could buy them, until Henry Ford began selling the Model T in 1908.

· Ford’s vision combined three main ideas.

1. Make cars simple and identical instead of doing highly expensive custom manufacturing.

2. Make the process smooth, using interchangeable parts and moving belts.
3. Determine how workers should move, and at what speed, to be the most productive.

· These ideas formed the first large-scale moving assembly line, a production system in which the item being built moves along a conveyor belt to workstations that usually require simple skills.

·  By the 1920s Ford made a car every minute, dropping prices so that by 1929 there were about 22 million cars in America.

·  Ford raised his workers’ wages so they could also buy cars, but he opposed unions, and assembly lines were very boring.

The Effects on Industry
· The Ford Motor Company dominated auto making for 15 years, but the entire industry grew when competitors like General Motors and Chrysler tried to improve on Ford’s formula by offering new designs, starting competition.

· Other industries learned from Ford’s ideas, using assembly-line techniques to make large quantities of goods at lower costs, raising productivity, or output, by 60 percent.

· The success of businesses led to welfare capitalism, a system in which companies provide benefits to employees to promote worker satisfaction and loyalty.

· Many companies offered company-paid pensions and recreation programs hoping employees would accept lower pay, which many did.

Industry Changes Society
Car Effects
· Demand for steel, rubber, glass, and other car materials soared.

· Auto repair shops and filling stations sprang up.

· Motels and restaurants arose to meet travelers’ needs.

· Landowners who found petroleum on their property became rich.

Cities and Suburbs

· Detroit, Michigan, grew when Ford based his plants there, and other automakers followed.

· Other midwestern cities, like Akron, Ohio, boomed by making car necessities like rubber and tires.
· Suburbs, which started thanks to trolley lines, grew with car travel.
Tourism
· Freedom to travel by car produced a new tourism industry.

· Before the auto boom, Florida attracted mostly the wealthy, but cars brought tourists by the thousands.

· Buyers snatched up land, causing prices to rise.

· Some Florida swamps were drained to put up  housing.

The New Consumer
· During the 1920s, an explosion of new products, experiences, and forms of communication stimulated the economy.

New Products

· New factories turned out electrical appliances like refrigerators and vacuum cleaners, as more homes were wired for electricity.

· The radio connected the world, and by the late 1920s, 4 homes in 10 had a radio, and families gathered around it nightly.

· The first passenger airplanes appeared in the 1920s, and though they were more uncomfortable than trains, the thrill excited many Americans.

Creating Demand
· Advertisers became the cheerleaders of the new consumer economy.

· Persuasive advertising gained a major role in the economy.

· Advertisers paid for space in publications, and companies sponsored radio shows.

· Advertising money made these shows available to the public, and ads gave the products wide exposure.

New Ways To Pay
· In the early 1900s, most Americans paid for items in full when they bought them, perhaps borrowing money for very large, important, or expensive items like houses, pianos, or sewing machines.

· Borrowing was not considered respectable until the 1920s, when installment buying, or paying for an item over time in small payments, became popular.

· They bought on credit, which is, in effect, borrowing money.

· Consumers quickly took to installment buying to purchase new products on the market.

· By the end of the decade, 90 percent of durable goods, or long-lasting goods like cars and appliances, were bought on credit.

Advertisers encouraged the use of credit, telling consumers they could “get what they want now” and assuring them that with small payments they would “barely miss the money.”

Weaknesses in the Economy
· Though the “Roaring Twenties” brought prosperity to many, other Americans suffered deeply in the postwar period

Farmers

· American farmers who had good times during World War I found demand slowed, and competition from Europe reemerged.

· The government tried to help in 1921 by passing a tariff making foreign farm products more expensive, but it didn’t help much.

Natural Disasters

· Boll weevil  infestations ruined cotton crops.

· The Mississippi River flooded in 1927, killing thousands and leaving many homeless.

· “The Big Blow,” the strongest hurricane recorded up to that time, killed 243 people in Florida.
Land Speculation
· In Florida, the wild land boom came to a sudden and disastrous end.

· Florida sank into an economic depression even as other parts of the nation enjoyed prosperity
Section 3  -  The Harding and Coolidge 
Presidencies
The Main Idea

The nation’s desire for normalcy and its support for American business was reflected in two successive presidents it chose–Warren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidge.

Warren G. Harding
Harding’s Rise

· Warren G. Harding grew up in Marion, Ohio, where people believed in taking care of one another without government help.

· Harding was elected as a U.S. senator from Ohio in 1914 but actually skipped more sessions than he attended, including historic debates on Prohibition and women’s suffrage.

· As president, Harding regarded the job as largely ceremonial and told friends that the job was beyond his skills.

· His friendly, backslapping manner and his avoidance of taking hard stances on issues made him very popular.

Harding’s Election

· When Wilson’s term ended, Republicans wanted to win back the White House.

· Harding was not the leading candidate, but his message about a return to “normalcy” appealed to Americans.

· There was no dominant Republican leader, and Harding was nominated.

· In his race against James Cox of Ohio, Harding’s vision of normalcy and refusal to take a stance on the League of Nations assured him an overwhelming victory at over 60 percent of the vote.

Harding’s Presidency
· Harding’s answer to the postwar economic troubles was “less government in business and more business in government.”

· He sought to cut the federal budget and reduce taxes for wealthy Americans, believing that the wealthy would start businesses and pull America out of hard times.

· Harding offered little to farmers, though he signed the Fordney-McCumber Tariff, which raised the cost of foreign farm products.

· The tariff also raised prices for American farm products, helping U.S. farmers in the short term but making it even harder for European nations to pay back their war debts.

· The tariff was the only measure Harding took to help American agriculture.

Harding’s Scandal and Sudden Death
· Harding compensated for his poor governing skills by hiring highly skilled cabinet members.

· U.S. Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon reformed the tax system.

· Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes and Commerce Secretary Herbert Hoover were also incredibly successful cabinet members.

· Some cabinet members, however, were old friends from Ohio, called the Ohio Gang, who were later convicted of taking bribes.

· Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall was convicted and jailed for accepting bribes to allow oil companies to drill federal reserves on government land called the Teapot Dome in Wyoming. 

· Harding, distressed by rumors, took a trip to Alaska, and collapsed giving a speech in Seattle and died not too long after.

Harding’s popularity was high when he died, but his own failings and the corruption of his administration soured his reputation over time.

Calvin Coolidge
· Vice President Calvin Coolidge took the office of president in the early hours following Harding’s death.

Upbringing

· Raised in a modest rural Vermont home; his father ran a store and liked politics.

· Graduated from college in Amherst, Massachusetts, and took up law and politics in the Republican Party

· Elected governor of Massachusetts and gained fame for stopping the Boston Police strike

Coolidge in Office

· As president, he got rid of officials suspected of corruption under Harding.

· Thought business helped society, and government should be limited

· Lowered taxes, reduced federal spending, would not help farmers or war veterans
Coolidge the Man
· Serious and straightforward, known as “Silent Cal”

· He liked playing practical jokes on White House staff but hated small talk.

· He was popular at the time but did not run for re-election in 1928.

Lingering Effects of World War I
· During World War I, European nations had borrowed more than $10 billion from the U.S.

· Americans expected that Europe would pay the money back when the fighting ended, but this proved difficult.

· The Fordney-McCumber Tariff made it hard for European farmers to sell their goods to the U.S., and they could not earn the debt money.

· Instead they turned to Germany, demanding the Germans pay high reparations, or payments for war damages.

· Germany was unable to pay what the Allies demanded, leaving the Allies unable to pay their debts.

· To solve this problem, the U.S. lent money to Germany, assuming the role of banker to Europe.

· This continued through the 1920s, until German reparations were highly reduced.

The Washington Naval Conference
Public Pressure
· Peacetime brought pressure to reduce the size of U.S. armed forces to save money and reduce war threats.

· But people feared world naval powers, including Great Britain and Japan, were in an arms race, when competing nations build more and more weapons to avoid one nation gaining a clear advantage.

· Hoping to stop an arms race, the U.S. organized the Washington Naval Conference, inviting all major naval powers.

The Conference
· Countries cut back the size of their navies and scrapped existing ships and some under construction.

· The conference also led to an agreement on several issues threatening world peace, including plans to avoid competition among the world’s military powers for control of China.

· Many Americans thought the conference was a success, including Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes.

Though the conference was somewhat successful, it was not long before world tension rose again and more ships were built for war. 
Billy Mitchell Argues for Air Power
· While the U.S. was scuttling some of its fleet, Brigadier General Billy Mitchell argued that the U.S. should invest more in building its air power.

· Mitchell commanded U.S. air combat operations in World War I and firmly believed in the military potential of aircraft.

· Mitchell conducted tests using planes to sink two battleships, but other military officials weren’t convinced of the superiority of air power over naval power.

· Mitchell’s confrontational style hurt him, and he was eventually punished for saying the military had an “almost treasonable administration of national defense.”

· He left the military and continued to promote air power until his death in the 1930s. 

The Kellogg-Briand Pact
· Though the U.S. refused to join the League of Nations, a strong interest in preventing war remained.

· The French proposed a treaty with the U.S. outlawing war between two nations, but the U.S. responded with a bigger idea.

· Secretary of State Frank Kellogg proposed an agreement that would involve many countries.

· The Kellogg-Briand Pact resulted, stating that all countries who signed it renounced war as a solution for international controversies.

· The pact presented a high ideal for a wartorn world, and more than 60 nations signed on.

· Yet the pact had no system for enforcement, only the nations’ promises, and soon after, the world would realize that it was not enough to stop war from happening again.
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