Deer Valley High School              U.S. History  Course Policy                               Mr. Sweeney

 






    Email:  michealsweeney@antioch.k12.ca.us


         Course Web Site:  michealsweeney.tripod.com/ushistorywithmrsweeney
PHILOSOPHY: This course is designed to familiarize and help you understand and learn the State and ASUD standards in this subject area.  The skills necessary to successfully complete this course are: reading, writing (hand and word processing), basic math, critical/creative thinking and the willingness to participate in classroom discussions. You will also work on the skills of listening, reflective listening, note taking and speaking in front of a group.  All course work will be posted on my web site:   michealsweeney.tripod.com/ushistorywithmrsweeney.
CONTENT: This course moves quickly. Budget your time effectively; I suggest you do your work when it is assigned, not the night before it is due.  We cover a year long course in a semester.
ACADEMIC SKILLS: You are required to bring the following materials to each class meeting;  your text, notebook paper to write on and a writing instrument (Please use black or blue ink).  
ASSIGNMENTS: Must be handed in to me personally when due.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  If you have a “verified” absence when assignments are due, all assignments, during that absence, will be due the next class meeting upon your return unless prior written arrangements were made (check web site for due dates).  If you have a “verified” absence on test dates, all tests must be made up within one week of your return from that absence or you will receive a zero score.  You must make up tests, with a verified absence, within this time frame.  Any absences not verified within the time frame outlined by DVHS will result in non-acceptance of any work and invalidate your ability to make up any test.  Absences must be excused by your parent or guardian within 24 hours otherwise your absence is determined unverified, according to DVHS attendance policy, and you will not be allowed to make up a test or receive any credit past due assignments  It is your responsibility to check with me for any missed information, make-up assignments and/or tests due to an excused absence.  
GRADES & GRADING: Each quarter, grading will be on a weighted point system and averaged together to determine your semester and final grade. Each assignment or test will be worth a predetermined number of points. Grades are posted according to your student ID Number. 

A= 90% - 100%, B= 80% - 89.9%, C= 70% - 79.9%, D= 60% - 69.9%, F= 59.9% or lower.  I do not round-up grades.  I do not give extra credit assignments.
1) 10% of your grade is based on your homework, and class notes;
2) 10% is based on semester final exams
2) 60% is based on chapter exam scores, daily quizzes, and other in-class work (there is no make-up for in class work)
3) 20% is based on assigned essays and/or special projects.
Class Notes & Homework: 20% of your grade. Taking lecture class notes is expected. The Cornell system is recommended.  No homework is to be done during class time.  Homework done in class will be confiscated and destroyed.  Homework will be checked for completion on assigned due dates. No credit will be given for late work based on the above policies.  Homework is due at the beginning of class. “Verified” absentee work is due the beginning of the next class meeting to achieve credit.    
TESTING: 70% of your grade.  You will be given advance notice of all chapter and final tests.  There will be no make up for tests not taken within the guidelines above. Make up tests will be given every Thursday after school .  We may, on occasion, have daily assessments.  You must be in class to participate.  There is no make up for these in class assessments.  
ESSAY & SPECIAL PROJECTS: 20% of your grade. Students may be assigned periodic essays or special projects. Those assignments will be explained on my web page and they will be confined to a specified number of double spaced TYPED pages in 12 font or larger. Essays with more than the specified number of pages, handwritten or not double spaced may loose 75% of the points possible.   No credit will be given for late essays based on the above policy.  Essays are due at the beginning of class.  
Learning is a cooperative experience requiring a cooperative atmosphere. I feel we are here to help each other and expand our knowledge, skills and experience through education. The DVHS Family Handbook, made available to all parents and students, outlines the guidelines to be followed. Only your book, writing paper and a pen or pencil are allowed at your desk site.  ALL other items will be stored on/in the back wall cabinets during class.  All work must be turned in to me personally.  I do not accept work placed in my mailbox or from other students.   ALL NOTICEABLE ELECTRONIC  DEVICES WILL BE CONFISCATED AND TREATED AS AN ACT OF DEFIANCE, PERIOD.  NO APPEALS.
WARNING:  Even though you may achieve a passing grade at progress report or quarter grade report card understand that you could still possibly achieve a D or F grade for the respective quarter or semester grade.  All students and parents are warned of this possibility in advance.
Classroom Conduct: All Deer Valley High School rules must be followed at all times and are outlined in the Family Handbook. No food, candy, gum or drinks are allowed in class. Students need to attend class regularly and be promptly seated and ready to work when the bell rings or you will be considered tardy.  ID tags are to be worn around the neck on a lanyard at all times.  Follow the dress code: Males - trousers are to be secured around the waist at all times.  Females - distractive low cut tops will not be allowed.  Be aware of the rules and responsibilities indicated in the student handbook.  
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CLASS, SCHOOL, DISTRICT AND CALIFORNIA STATE EDUCATIONAL CODE RULES WILL BRING CODIFIED CONSEQUENCES: 

1) 1st Violation:  Detention - 45 minutes or pick up trash in room and/or quad in H-1 (Tardy, food or drink in class, class disruption, dress code, electronic devices, missing ID. etc.
2) 2nd Violation:  Detention - 60 minutes – above & possible referral for defiance & possible class suspension.
3) 3rd Infraction:  Detention - 60 minutes - Parent notified, referral for defiance & class suspension and possible suspension/expulsion from school). 

4) 4th Infraction:  Detention – 60 minutes - Severe Cause - any serious physical or verbal misbehavior or classroom disruption will result in immediate referral and suspension from class and possible suspension/expulsion from school. 

I acknowledge the aforementioned and will show this classroom conduct and policy form to my parents or guardian to sign. Students must bring this declaration to class bearing both their and their parent/guardian’s signature with printed name and date before any class work will be validated.
___________________________________      __________________________________

     Student Signature Here                                       Student Printed Name       & Date Here 
___________________________________      __________________________________
     Parent Signature Here                                         Parent Printed Name         & Date Here 
Parents or your Email Address here:  __________________________________________


 

Indicate the grade you expect to achieve in this class: ___________









(A, B, C, D, F)

1

