Essay Rubric

3 Needs Help
Real World = “Sorry, No.  You haven’t shown us that you are capable of doing what the job requires.  Get more training or education and come back.  You have potential.”
School World = You didn’t follow directions or do everything that was asked, either because you don’t have the basic skills or didn’t make the effort

· Sentences are too confused.  Paragraphs too long.  What are you trying to say? 

· Similar to a 4, but grammar and punctuation problems are distracting.  Dit you use a spell-check or make an effort to proofread your work?

· May not stay on topic or be able to fully explain the issue or support the thesis.  Doesn’t understand or didn’t make the effort to correctly cite sources.  May not have done the sources page correctly.

2    Poor

Real World = “No.  you came to the interview unprepared.,  You didn’t do a resume.  You were late to the interview.  You don’t seem to be reliable.”

School World = You didn’t follow directions or seem to understand the topic.  You need help here and didn’t seek it.

· Off topic.  Strays from thesis or doesn’t understand what was asked.

· Doesn’t follow all assignment guidelines.

· So poorly written, organized and full of errors that reading it makes one cringe.

1 UGH

Real World = “Absolutely not.  You came to the interview in saggy trousers and sneakers?  You didn’t even spell the company name right!!  What were you thinking?  Why would anyone hire you?

School World = Absolutely not effort

· Doesn’t follow assignment guidelines.  Required parts of assignment are missing.  To much plagiarized material with no attribution.  

· Writing makes no sense.  Assignment was slopped together shortly before it was due.
5  Very, Very Good


Real World = You’re hired.  This clearly shows attention to detail and real ability to    do excellent work.  You would be an asset to our company





School World =  Writing is in the student’s own voice and shows understanding of the topic, is well written and interesting to read.  Clear thesis statement.  A top high school paper.


Spelling, grammar, punctuation errors are few (3 or less for the whole paper)


Double spaced, correct font size (10 – 12).  Margins correct a paper labeled.


Research sources are excellent and varied.  Has more than the minimum.


Paper meets length requirements.  It is not too short or too long.  �Follows MLA citation style correctly.


Good


Real World = you’re hired….but on a trial basis until you prove yourself.  


	


	School World =  You get the idea, but could have put more effort into it.


Writing needs some revisions.  Ideas don’t flow as smoothly.  The thesis may not be explained clearly.  The writer seemed to have a hard time making some of his/her ideas clear on paper.


This could be better, but it meets the basic requirements of length, format and citations.


Spelling, punctuation or grammar problems become noticeable.  An educated person will be really bothered by the errors left in, but it does the minimum of what was asked.











  The level            at which  you should  be writing as a high school graduate





 











   











A 6 is a    college paper








